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Supervisor Vito Chiesa 
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San Joaquin Valley Regional Policy Council  

Executive Committee 
 

Friday, May 22, 2026 
8:30 a.m. 

 

Members of the Policy Council Executive Committee may participate via video teleconference at the following locations: 
 

Madera County Transportation Commission 

2001 Howard Road, Suite 201 

Madera, CA 93637 

Merced County Association of Governments 

369 W. 18th Street 

Merced, CA 95340 

Stanislaus Council of Governments 

1111 I Street 

Modesto, CA 95354 

Stanislaus County 

1010 10th Street, 6th Floor Lobby 

Modesto, CA 95354 

Tulare County Association of Governments 

210 N. Church Street, Suite B 

Visalia, CA 93291 

Fresno Council of Governments 

2035 Tulare St., Ste. 201., Fresno, CA 93721 

San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control 
District 

1990 E. Gettysburg Ave., Fresno, CA 93726 

Stanislaus Council of Governments 

8607 John Fox Rd, Hughson, CA 95326 

 

Madera County Board of Supervisors 

200 W. 4th St., #4 

Madera, CA 93637 

Public members may participate at any of the above locations or remotely via Zoom. Please contact Georgiena Vivian at (559) 259-9257 

or gvivian@vrpatech.com prior to the meeting to determine which physical locations will be utilized. 

 

Zoom Meeting: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89712633793?pwd=ANybkRr4iMoabnX15p0mQLFRkGWpv4.1&from=addon 

Meeting ID: 897 1263 3793 

Passcode: 793993 

 
 

Agenda Item Speaker Enclosure 

A. CALL TO ORDER  Chair  ☐ 

B. ROLL CALL Georgiena Vivian ☐ 

mailto:gvivian@vrpatech.com
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89712633793?pwd=ANybkRr4iMoabnX15p0mQLFRkGWpv4.1&from=addon
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San Joaquin Valley Regional Policy Council Executive Committee 
Roll Call  

SJVPC 
First 

Name 
Last Name Title Agency 

Present 

(Y/N) 

Madera County Transportation Commission (MCTC) 

Member Robert Poythress Supervisor, District 3 County of Madera   

Alternate Jose Rodriguez Councilmember, District 2 City of Madera  

Alternate Waseem Ahmed Councilmember City of Chowchilla  

Merced County Association of Governments (MCAG) 

Member – Chair Daron McDaniel Supervisor, District 3 County of Merced   

Alternate Matthew Serratto Mayor City of Merced  

Alternate Scott Silveira Supervisor, District 5 County of Merced  

Stanislaus Council of Governments (StanCOG) 

Member – Vice Chair Vito Chiesa Supervisor, District 2 County of Stanislaus   

Alternate Rosa Escutia-Braaton Councilmember, District 1 City of Modesto  

Alternate Buck  Condit Supervisor, District 1 County of Stanislaus  

Tulare County Association of Governments (TCAG) 

Member Rudy Mendoza Mayor City of Woodlake   

Alternate Dennis Townsend Supervisor, District 5 County of Tulare  

Alternate Linda  Launer Councilmember, District 5 City of Dinuba  

San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District (SJVAPCD) 

Member Samir Sheikh Executive Director SJVAPCD   

Alternate Mark Montelongo 
Director of Policy & 
Governmental Affairs 

SJVAPCD  
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Agenda Item Speaker Enclosure 

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES Chair  

1. March 27, 2026, Executive Committee Meeting   ☒ 

D. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS   

1. Discussion: Budget, Policy, and Legislative Updates   

a. State   

1)     Legislative Update Gus Khouri ☐ 

b. Federal   

1)     Legislative Update Jen Covino ☐ 

2) Planning Status: Washington, D.C. Valley Voice Trip – 
September 15-16, 2026 

Jen Covino &  

Georgiena Vivian 
☐ 

2. Discussion: RTP/SCS Updates and Air Quality Issues 

a. SB 375 – 2026 GHG Reduction Targets 

b. Federal Air Quality Conformity 

c. SJVAPCD Air Quality and SIP Status and Update 

 

Ted Smalley 

Ryan Niblock 

Samir Sheikh 

 

☐ 

☐ 

☐ 

3. Recap: April 30, 2026 – May 1, 2026, Policy Council and Directors’ 
Committee Retreat  

Georgiena Vivian ☐ 

4. Future Meetings/Agenda Items: 

a. Directors’ Committee – June 4, 2026 

b. Policy Council – June 26, 2026 

c. July 2, 2026 – Directors’ Committee Meeting 

d. July 17, 2026 – Executive Committee Meeting (Tentative) 

Georgiena Vivian ☐ 

5. Directors’ Committee Comments Stacie Guzman ☐ 

6. Executive Committee Member Comments Members ☐ 

E. PUBLIC COMMENT Chair ☐ 

This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons wishing to address the 
Committee on items within its jurisdiction but NOT on this agenda. Public 
comment will be allowed during the Discussion Items above. 

  

F. ADJOURN Chair  ☐ 
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Other Meeting Participants 

Attendee Yes (Y)/No (N) 
Jay Schlosser, Kern COG   

Stephan Sanchez, Kern COG   

Terri King, KCAG   

Ted Smalley, TCAG   

Linda Launer, TCAG Alternate & Dinuba City Councilmember   

Robert Phipps, Vice Chair, Directors' Committee, Fresno COG   

Patricia Taylor, MCTC   

Stacie Guzman, Chair Directors' Committee    

Elizabeth Forte, MCAG   

Meg Prince, MCAG    

Amber Collins, StanCOG   

Jose Luis Caseres, StanCOG   

Monica Streeter, StanCOG   

Diane Nguyen, SJCOG   

Ryan Niblock, SJCOG   

Mark Montelongo, SJVAPCD   

Tim Franquist, SJVAPCD   

Ahdel Ahmad, SJJPA   

Gus Khourii, State Legislative Advocate, Khouri Consulting   

Mitch Weiss, State Legislative Advocate, Khouri Consulting   

Jen Covino, Federal Legislative Advocate, Covino, Smith & Simon   

David Gellman, Federal Legislative Advocate, Covino, Smith & Simon    

Aly Hernandez, Federal Legislative Advocate, Covino, Smith & Simon    

Georgiena Vivian, SJV Coordinator, VRPA Technologies   

Carolina Ilic, VRPA Technologies   

Dena Graham, VRPA Technologies   

 

 



 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM C.1. 

March 27, 2026, Executive Committee  

Meeting Minutes  
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Chair 

Supervisor Daron McDaniel 

Merced County 

Vice Chair 

Supervisor Vito Chiesa 

Stanislaus County 

 

 

 

 

San Joaquin Valley Regional Policy Council  

Executive Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Friday, March 27, 2026 
10:00 a.m. 

 

Members of the Policy Council Executive Committee may participate via video teleconference at the following locations: 
 

Madera County Transportation Commission 

2001 Howard Road, Suite 201 

Madera, CA 93637 

Merced County Association of Governments 

369 W. 18th Street 

Merced, CA 95340 

Stanislaus Council of Governments 

1111 I Street 

Modesto, CA 95354 

Stanislaus County 

1010 10th Street, 6th Floor Lobby 

Modesto, CA 95354 

Tulare County Association of Governments 

210 N. Church Street, Suite B 

Visalia, CA 93291 

Fresno Council of Governments 

2035 Tulare St., Ste. 201., Fresno, CA 93721 

San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control 
District 

1990 E. Gettysburg Ave., Fresno, CA 93726 

Stanislaus Council of Governments 

8607 John Fox Rd, Hughson, CA 95326 

 

Madera County Board of Supervisors 

200 W. 4th St., #4 

Madera, CA 93637 

Public members may participate at any of the above locations or remotely via Zoom. Please contact Georgiena Vivian at (559) 259-9257 

or gvivian@vrpatech.com prior to the meeting to determine which physical locations will be utilized. 

 

Zoom Meeting: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89420074467?pwd=D9cOhI0BBR7S3zT0muD8q4rcGmaKIh.1 

Meeting ID: 894 2007 4467 

Passcode: 486348 

Phone only: 1 (669) 444-9171 
 

Agenda Item Speaker Enclosure 

A. CALL TO ORDER  Chair  ☐ 

B. ROLL CALL Georgiena Vivian ☐ 

mailto:gvivian@vrpatech.com


 
 

 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Accommodations – The public meeting room and restrooms are ADA 
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San Joaquin Valley Regional Policy Council Executive Committee 
Roll Call  

SJVPC 
First 

Name 
Last Name Title Agency 

Present 

(Y/N) 

Madera County Transportation Commission (MCTC) 

Member Robert Poythress Supervisor, District 3 County of Madera  Y 

Alternate Jose Rodriguez Councilmember, District 2 City of Madera N 

Alternate Waseem Ahmed Councilmember City of Chowchilla N 

Merced County Association of Governments (MCAG) 

Member – Chair Daron McDaniel Supervisor, District 3 County of Merced Y 

Alternate Matthew Serratto Mayor City of Merced N 

Alternate Scott Silveira Supervisor, District 5 County of Merced N 

Stanislaus Council of Governments (StanCOG) 

Member – Vice Chair Vito Chiesa Supervisor, District 2 County of Stanislaus  Y 

Alternate Rosa Escutia-Braaton Councilmember, District 1 City of Modesto N 

Alternate Buck  Condit Supervisor, District 1 County of Stanislaus N 

Tulare County Association of Governments (TCAG) 

Member Rudy Mendoza Mayor City of Woodlake  N 

Alternate Dennis Townsend Supervisor, District 5 County of Tulare N 

Alternate Linda  Launer Councilmember, District 5 City of Dinuba N 

San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District (SJVAPCD) 

Member Samir Sheikh Executive Director SJVAPCD  Y 

Alternate Mark Montelongo 
Director of Policy & 
Governmental Affairs 

SJVAPCD Y 



 
 

 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Accommodations – The public meeting room and restrooms are ADA 
accessible. Representatives or individuals with disabilities should contact the SJV Regional Agencies 
Coordinator, Georgiena Vivian, at (559) 259-9257, at least three days in advance, to request auxiliary aids and/or 
translation services necessary to participate in the meeting. 

Agenda Item Speaker Enclosure 

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES Chair ☒ 

1. December 8, 2025, Executive Committee Meeting    

 
Chair McDaniel, MCAG, asked if there were any comments or requested changes to the minutes. Hearing none, Member 
Poythress, MCTC, moved to approve the minutes, and Member Sheikh, SJVAPCD, seconded the motion. The item 
proceeded without discussion or objections. 
 

D. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS   

1. Discussion: Budget, Policy, and Legislative Updates 
 
 

 

a. State   

1)     Legislative Update 
 

Gus Khouri ☐ 
 

Gus Khouri, Khouri Consulting and State Legislative Advocate, provided a legislative and budget update focused on state 
transportation funding and policy changes. Gus reported that while California’s near-term fiscal outlook may improve due 
to increased capital gains revenues, long-term structural deficits remain a concern. Discussion focused heavily on 
transportation funding uncertainty, including concerns over delayed distribution of Senate Bill 125 transit funds and 
significant declines in Cap-and-Invest auction revenues, which have reduced available funding for programs such as TIRCP 
and LCTOP. Participants expressed concern that reduced funding creates challenges for agencies attempting to implement 
multimodal projects and comply with air quality and SB 375 requirements, potentially creating unfunded mandates and 
limiting regional competitiveness for grants. Legislative updates included a review of amendments to SB 1087 related to 
SB 375 modernization efforts and concerns over proposals redirecting diesel sales tax revenues toward sustainable aviation 
fuel incentives, which could reduce resources available for transit and local transportation programs.  

Additional discussion highlighted emerging legislation, particularly SB 1075, that may introduce environmental justice, land 
use, and local governance provisions, with potential implications for regional authority and local control. Members noted 
the importance of monitoring legislation that could affect local planning autonomy and regional decision-making. 

 

2)     Valley Voice Sacramento – March 3-4, 2026   

A)    Event Status 
Gus Khouri & Georgiena 
Vivian 
 

☐ 

The discussion focused on feedback and next steps following the Valley Voice Sacramento advocacy trip. Gus Khouri, Khouri 
Consulting and State Legislative Advocate, thanked participants and acknowledged the significant behind-the-scenes 
coordination efforts that contributed to the event, including support from Georgiena and her team, agency directors, and 
advocacy staff. He noted that post-trip follow-up efforts have centered on advancing regional priorities, including securing 
the remaining programming balance for Senate Bill 125 funding, supporting FARMER program funding, and refining 
advocacy efforts related to SB 1087 and SB 375 modernization. Proposed amendments to SB 1087 prompted a temporary 
pause to incorporate additional input before circulating formal comments.  

Executive Committee members provided overwhelmingly positive feedback regarding the Sacramento trip, describing it as 
one of the most effective Valley Voice efforts to date. Participants praised the structure of meetings, speaker assignments, 
and the use of subject matter expertise to facilitate productive conversations with legislators. Members highlighted that 
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assigning speakers based on their expertise strengthened discussions and improved overall effectiveness. Several 
participants also complimented the organization, agenda flow, and coordination of the event.  

Discussion also identified opportunities for improvement. Members suggested refining time management during meetings 
to ensure equitable speaking opportunities and avoid rushing through key topics. Challenges included compressed 
schedules, late arrivals, evolving discussion priorities, and responding to questions from elected officials. There was also 
discussion regarding creating opportunities to develop future leaders and providing newer participants with speaking 
opportunities. Despite these suggestions, participants strongly agreed that the trip was among the most successful Valley 
Voice advocacy efforts in recent years and commended organizers for delivering a well-executed, productive program.  

 

b. Federal   

1)     Legislative Update Jen Covino ☐ 

Jen Covino, Covino, Smith, and Simon, and Federal Legislative Advocate, provided the Committee with a federal funding 
update. She highlighted a proposed action by the General Services Administration (GSA) that would require all recipients 
of federal financial assistance to re-register in SAM.gov and certify compliance with a broad range of executive orders as a 
condition of accessing or applying for federal funding. Participants noted concerns raised by national and local government 
organizations regarding the proposal’s broad scope, vague compliance standards, and potential implications for local 
agencies, nonprofits, and metropolitan planning organizations. The update emphasized ongoing national concern 
regarding legal exposure and administrative burdens that could result from the proposed requirements. Additional federal 
updates included House transportation appropriations timelines, congressional earmark processes, leadership changes in 
the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, and implications for future federal transportation reauthorization 
efforts.  

Jen also provided an overview of the BASICS Act, legislation intended to strengthen local decision-making authority and 
increase formula-funding suballocations to regional transportation agencies. The legislation would increase local control 
over transportation investments and provide greater flexibility in delivering locally selected projects. Members expressed 
strong support, noting that the bill aligns closely with long-standing regional priorities and previous advocacy positions 
advanced during Washington, D.C. meetings. The discussion centered on maximizing the impact of a support letter by 
obtaining broad endorsement from the full Policy Council rather than only from leadership. Participants agreed that the 
legislation represented a significant opportunity to advance local transportation priorities.  

The item concluded with a discussion of coordinating signatures for a BASICS Act support letter. Members agreed to pursue 
endorsements from the full Policy Council, with Directors assisting in obtaining signatures from their respective 
representatives to streamline the process. Participants emphasized that the legislation reflected many of the region’s long-
standing transportation priorities and agreed to coordinate efforts over the congressional recess period to finalize and 
submit the letter. Additional updates encouraged agencies to pursue newly released federal grant opportunities, including 
Safe Streets and Roads for All funding and implementation grants supporting Vision Zero initiatives.  
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2) Washington D.C Valley Voice Travel/Session Dates Georgiena Vivian ☐ 
 

Georgiena Vivian, VRPA Technologies and SJV Coordinator, provided an update that hotel accommodations had been 
secured at the Hyatt Regency Washington on Capitol Hill, with room reservations expected to open shortly. Travel dates 
were identified as September 13 through September 17, and plans were confirmed for both a hosted breakfast at the hotel 
and an evening dinner event at Truluck’s, continuing the successful format used the previous year. Participants expressed 
enthusiasm about returning to Washington, D.C. and continuing coordination efforts with federal partners and advocacy 
representatives.  

Jen Covino, Covino, Smith, and Simon, and Federal Legislative Advocate, emphasized the importance of submitting meeting 
requests to federal agencies and congressional offices as early as possible, particularly to the White House and the U.S. 
Department of Transportation. She also warned participants about significantly increased security screening times on 
Capitol Hill due to heightened geopolitical concerns and advised minimizing unnecessary movement between House and 
Senate office buildings to maintain efficient schedules during the trip. Participants discussed strategies to streamline 
meetings and maintain productive engagement with federal officials. Additional comments highlighted strong working 
relationships developed with federal intergovernmental affairs staff during prior visits and the value of continuing those 
partnerships.  

The conversation concluded with a discussion regarding anticipated participation from regional leaders and agency 
representatives. Vice Chair Vito Chiesa, StanCOG, confirmed that recent organizational policy changes would allow travel 
participation this year, and participants noted the importance of his experience and expertise in regional air quality and 
transportation discussions. Overall, the dialogue reflected strong coordination, positive anticipation of the Washington 
advocacy trip, and continued emphasis on advancing San Joaquin Valley transportation and air quality priorities at the 
federal level. 

2. Discussion: RTP/SCS Updates and Air Quality Issues 

 

a. SB 375 – 2026 GHG Reduction Targets 

b. Federal Air Quality Conformity 

 
 
 
 
Ted Smalley 
Ryan Niblock 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

☐ 

☐ 

 
 

Ryan Niblock of SJCOG provided an overview of recent engagement with the California Air Resources Board (CARB) 
management regarding long-standing concerns about the SB 375 review process and RTP/SCS evaluations. Participants 
noted positive momentum toward streamlining review timelines and reducing burdens associated with prolonged 
technical analyses. Key issues raised included transitioning to more qualitative review approaches, increasing management 
oversight to avoid schedule delays, and reevaluating the use of vehicle miles traveled (VMT) and induced-demand 
calculations as proxies for greenhouse-gas performance. CARB management expressed interest in further discussions and 
additional technical coordination, representing a more collaborative approach than experienced in prior review cycles.  
 
The meeting also included a detailed update on federal air quality conformity and potential strategies to avoid a regional 
conformity lapse. Members discussed the requirement that each San Joaquin Valley MPO demonstrate compliance with 
emissions budgets established under State Implementation Plans. Staff explained that if even one MPO fails its conformity 
determination, the entire Valley could face a conformity lapse, potentially freezing federal transportation funding and 
delaying project delivery. Given current challenges several MPOs are facing with emissions budgets, staff outlined a 
possible contingency strategy involving a Valleywide conformity budget approach similar to one used approximately 
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fourteen years ago. Under this concept, MPOs with available emissions capacity could help offset deficits experienced by 
others, creating regional flexibility and helping avoid a lapse while longer-term solutions are pursued.  
 
Participants emphasized that the Valleywide budget concept remains a contingency or “back-pocket” strategy and would 
only be pursued if ongoing modeling demonstrates its viability. Discussion highlighted that the approach could provide 
limited short-term relief while agencies continue working through RTP and conformity challenges. Additional comments 
clarified that regional discussions with CARB complement, rather than replace, broader legislative modernization efforts 
under SB 1087. Members also shared feedback that CARB may be moving toward significantly shorter review turnaround 
times, potentially in the 30–45 day range, signaling continued progress toward a more efficient and collaborative process.  
 

3. ACTION: Support Position Urging EPA Approval of Pending Time-
sensitive San Joaquin Valley State Implementation Plan (SIP) Actions  

 
Samir Sheikh 

☒ 
 

The discussion focused on critical air quality planning issues involving pending State Implementation Plan (SIP) actions and 
associated risks to transportation funding and regional regulatory authority. Member Sheikh, SJVAPCD emphasized the 
urgency of several time-sensitive issues involving delayed federal actions and the importance of keeping the Policy Council 
informed of developments that could affect transportation funding and conformity requirements. Staff noted that delayed 
approvals or disapprovals of SIP submissions can trigger sanctions clocks that may ultimately lead to transportation funding 
restrictions, permitting limitations, and potential federal implementation actions that reduce local control. The San Joaquin 
Valley continues to face heightened challenges due to its attainment status and the region’s ongoing efforts to meet federal 
clean air requirements.  

Tim Franquist, SJVAPCD, provided a detailed overview of several key SIP and attainment issues requiring action by the EPA. 
Discussion centered on the Valley’s PM2.5 and ozone attainment plans, including the urgent need for EPA approval of a 
requested five-year PM2.5 attainment extension through 2030. Staff explained that failure to secure the extension could 
result in the development of a highly restrictive annual emissions-reduction strategy requiring five percent reductions each 
year until attainment is achieved. Participants described such a requirement as potentially unworkable given the 
substantial emission reductions already implemented across stationary sources, agriculture, residential wood burning, and 
other sectors. Additional concerns included uncertainty regarding mobile-source emissions assumptions, CARB waiver 
withdrawals, delayed EPA actions, and motor vehicle emissions budget approvals needed to support transportation 
conformity and future planning.  

Participants also discussed a substantial backlog of regional air quality rules awaiting EPA action. Staff emphasized that 
delayed approval of rules already implemented and enforced locally creates uncertainty and could trigger sanctions that 
affect transportation funding, even when transportation itself is not directly involved. Members stressed the importance 
of maintaining pressure on EPA to advance approvals and avoid future sanctions clocks. Samir noted that ongoing 
discussions with EPA and CARB have been productive and announced plans for a targeted advocacy trip to Washington, 
D.C. to reinforce regional priorities. Following the discussion, a motion was made by Vice Chair Chiesa, which was seconded 
by Member Sheik. The Executive Committee unanimously approved support for the recommended actions intended to 
advance EPA approvals, maintain regulatory certainty, and protect transportation funding throughout the San Joaquin 
Valley. 

 

4. Planning Status: April 30, 2026 – May 1, 2026, Policy Council and 
Directors’ Committee Retreat  

Georgiena Vivian ☒ 
 

Georgiena Vivian, VRPA Technologies and SJV Coordinator, reported that a Directors’ subcommittee had met multiple 
times to refine the program and shape a more focused retreat agenda. Day one of the Retreat will feature afternoon 
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icebreaker activities designed to build relationships and encourage interaction among participants, followed by an evening 
dinner. The second day will consist of a full schedule of facilitated sessions, beginning with opening remarks from 
leadership, introductions, and an overview of the retreat's goals and objectives. Participants will also be introduced to the 
new Executive Director at StanCOG, Amber Collins. The retreat is intended to strengthen regional collaboration, establish 
priorities, and advance Valleywide coordination efforts.  

Georgiena then provided an overview of the retreat session structure and panel topics. Planned sessions include 
discussions on Valley goals and priorities, the future of high-speed rail, transportation grant funding strategies, future 
transportation funding opportunities, gas tax solutions, and navigating the evolving air quality landscape. Panelists will 
include regional transportation leaders, advocates, and subject matter experts representing federal, state, regional, and 
local perspectives. The keynote speaker for the lunch session will be Patrick Blacklock of RCRC, who will discuss issues 
affecting the Valley and rural counties. Staff emphasized that the retreat was designed not only to facilitate discussion but 
also to create actionable outcomes and strengthen collaboration across agencies and jurisdictions.  

The meeting also included attendance and logistics updates. Georgiena reviewed participation confirmations from 
counties, agencies, and partner organizations and encouraged attendees to finalize hotel reservations. Participants 
discussed additional speaker and panel opportunities, including a recommendation to invite Assemblymember Lori Wilson 
to the Gas Tax Solutions session, given her experience and engagement with transportation funding issues. The 
conversation concluded with a brief discussion of panel participation and expertise, reinforcing the Retreat program's 
collaborative and interactive nature. Retreat deliverables will include updated Valleywide vision and goals, integrated 
priorities for the Overall Work Program, and actionable implementation steps for future efforts.  

 

E. OTHER ITEMS                                                                                                                   
 

1. Future Meetings/Agenda Items: 
a. Directors’ Committee – April 2, 2026 
b. Policy Council – April 24, 2026 
c. SJV Retreat – April 30 - May 1, 2026 (Merced) 
d. Directors’ Committee – May 7, 2026 – Approve 2026/27 OWP 
e. Executive Committee – May 22, 2026 - Approve 2026/27 OWP 
f. Directors’ Committee – June 4, 2026 
g. Policy Council – June 26, 2026 - Approve 2026/27 OWP 
h. Valley Voice Washington D.C. – September 15-16, 2026  

Georgiena Vivian 

  

Georgiena Vivian, VRPA Technologies and SJV Coordinator, provided an overview of the upcoming meeting schedule for the 
Committee and related bodies to help members plan their calendars. 

Georgiena also noted that the fiscal year will conclude in June, with a Directors’ Committee meeting and a Policy Council 
meeting scheduled for June 26, where the Overall Work Program will be formally approved. 

 

1. Executive Committee Member Comments Members 

 
Members reflected on the effectiveness of the Executive Committee’s approach and overall collaboration. The Chair 
expressed appreciation for the committee’s ability to engage in direct, productive discussions while maintaining a respectful 
and collaborative environment. It was noted that although there had been prior concerns regarding the Executive 
Committee’s role in decision-making, the current approach has resulted in more efficient discussions, quicker progress, and 
smoother organizational operations. Leadership emphasized gratitude for the committee’s teamwork and continued 
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commitment to advancing regional priorities. Members acknowledged the positive meeting environment and reinforced 
appreciation for the Chair’s leadership and facilitation efforts. The exchange concluded on a collegial note, highlighting the 
strong working relationships and collaborative culture that continue to support the organization’s success. 
 

E. PUBLIC COMMENT Chair 

This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons wishing to address the Committee on items within its jurisdiction 
but NOT on this agenda. Public comment will be allowed during the Discussion Items above. 

 

 

No comment provided. 

 

 

F. ADJOURN Chair  
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:23 AM. 
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Other Meeting Participants 

Attendee Yes (Y)/No (N) 
Y 

N 

Y 

N 

N 

Y 

Y 

Y 

Y 

Y 

Y 

Y 

N 

Y 

Y 

Y 

Y 

Y 

Y 

Y 

N 

N 

Y 
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Jay Schlosser, Kern COG 

Stephan Sanchez, Kern COG 

Terri King, KCAG 

Ted Smalley, TCAG 

Linda Launer, TCAG Alternate & Dinuba City Councilmember 

Robert Phipps, Vice Chair, Directors' Committee, Fresno COG 

Patricia Taylor, MCTC 

Stacie Guzman, Chair Directors' Committee  

Elizabeth Forte, MCAG 

Meg Prince, MCAG  

Jose Luis Caseres, StanCOG 

Monica Streeter, StanCOG 

Diane Nguyen, SJCOG 

Ryan Niblock, SJCOG 

Mark Montelongo, SJVAPCD 

Tim Franquist, SJVAPCD 

Ahdel Ahmad, SJJPA 

Gus Khourii, State Legislative Advocate, Khouri Consulting 

Mitch Weiss, State Legislative Advocate, Khouri Consulting 

Jen Covino, Federal Legislative Advocate, Covino, Smith & Simon 

David Gellman, Federal Legislative Advocate, Covino, Smith & Simon 

Aly Hernandez, Federal Legislative Advocate, Covino, Smith & Simon 

Georgiena Vivian, SJV Coordinator, VRPA Technologies 

Carolina Ilic, VRPA Technologies 

Dena Graham, VRPA Technologies 

Alvaro Preciado, RPC Member & Mayor of Avenal
N
Y 


