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San Joaquin Valley Regional Agencies’ 

Directors’ Committee 

 Meeting Agenda 
  Thursday, July 2, 2026 

 10:00 am 

Location: 
Via Zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89884208511?pwd=6DapfJGl0PZfIm4gVXL9p4rpusya3h.1 

Meeting ID: 898 8420 8511 
Passcode: 640926 

 One tap mobile, Phone: 1 (669) 444-9171 

DIRECTORS PRESENT: 

Yes No Director | Agency Yes No Director | Agency 

☐ ☐ Patricia Taylor | Chair | MCTC ☐ ☐ Robert Phipps | Fresno COG

☐ ☐ Jay Schlosser | Vice Chair | Kern COG ☐ ☐ Ted Smalley | TCAG

☐ ☐ Diane Nguyen | SJCOG ☐ ☐ Terri King | KCAG

☐ ☐ Amber Collins | StanCOG ☐ ☐ Samir Sheikh | SJVAPCD

☐ ☐ Stacie Guzman | MCAG ☐ ☐ Ahdel Ahmed | SJJPA

 ITEM PRESENTER ENCLOSURE 

A. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS Chair Taylor 

B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

1. June 4, 2026, Directors’ Meeting Chair Taylor Yes 

C. DISCUSSION & ACTION ITEMS

1. RTP/SCS Updates and Air Quality Issues Ted Smalley, Ryan Niblock 
& Alex Marcucci 

a. SB 375 – 2026 GHG Reduction Targets Ryan Niblock 

b. Federal Air Quality Conformity Ryan Niblock & Alex 
Marcucci 

c. ACTION: Request for Additional Budget for
Contract # C-21-062 Valley-wide Air Quality
Planning and Coordination Services, Trinity
Consulting

Ryan Niblock 

2. SJV Air Quality and State Implementation Plan (SIP)
Update

Samir Sheikh 
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ITEM PRESENTER ENCLOSURE 

3. Legislative Updates   

a. State   

1).   State Legislative Update Gus Khouri  

b. Federal   

1).   Federal Legislative Update Jen Covino  

2).   Planning Status: Washington, D.C. Valley Voice 
Trip – September 15-16, 2026 

Jen Covino & 

Georgiena Vivian 

 

3).   Review Preliminary Draft Federal Platform Jen Covino  

4. Information/Discussion, Direction may be provided: 
Support of California Surface Transportation 
Reauthorization Principles 

Chair Taylor 
 

5. Brief Recap – Directors’ Retreat Outcome Workshop 

(held July 1, 2026) 
Georgiena Vivian 

 
 

6. Committee Updates   

a. SJV Swap Meet Kayley Clay  

b. Housing and Land Use Kim Anderson  

c. Travel Modelers Group Rob Ball  
 

D. INFORMATION ITEMS   

The following items are for informational purposes and require no action or vote. The individuals listed 

will provide a brief verbal update at the meeting. 

1.    Caltrans Directors’ Report Michael Navarro, D6  

Grace Magsayo, D10 

 

2. California High-Speed Rail Allison Rodriguez,  
Augie Blancas, CHSRA 

 

3. San Joaquin Joint Powers Authority – Passenger Rail Ahdel Ahmed  

4. San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District Mark Montelongo  

5. Miocar Car Sharing Michael Sigala  

6. Future Meetings/Agenda Items: 
a. July 17, 2026 – Executive Committee Meeting 

(Tentative) 
b. July 31, 2026 – Policy Council Meeting – Pre Valley 

Voice Meeting (Tentative) 
c. August 6, 2026 – Directors’ Committee Meeting 
d. August 21, 2026 - Policy Council Meeting – Pre 

Valley Voice Meeting (Tentative) 
e. September 3, 2026 - Directors’ Committee Meeting 
f. Valley Voice Washington D.C. Trip – September 15-

16, 2026 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Georgiena Vivian 
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ITEM PRESENTER ENCLOSURE 

E. DIRECTOR ITEMS Chair Taylor  

F. PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA Chair Taylor  

This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons wishing to address the Committee on items within 
its jurisdiction but NOT on this agenda. Unscheduled comments may be limited to three minutes. The 
public may comment on listed agenda items as they are considered. 

G. ADJOURN MEETING Chair Taylor  

H. NEXT DIRECTORS’ MEETING: Thursday, August 6, 2026. 

I. DIRECTORS’ ONLY SESSION – SCHEDULED  
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OTHER ATTENDEES: 

Yes No Director | Agency Yes No Director | Agency 

☐ ☐ Stephan Sanchez| Kern COG ☐ ☐ Georgiena Vivian | SJV Coordinator | VRPA  

☐ ☐ Rob Ball | Kern COG ☐ ☐ Carolina Ilic | VRPA Technologies 

☐ ☐ Kayley Clay | KCAG ☐ ☐ Dena Graham | VRPA Technologies 

☐ ☐ Ben Kimball | TCAG ☐ ☐ Ryan Vivian | VRPA Technologies 

☐ ☐ Steven Ingoldsby | TCAG ☐ ☐ Gus Khouri | Khouri Consulting 

☐ ☐ Roberto Brady | TCAG ☐ ☐ Jen Covino | Covino, Smith & Simon 

☐ ☐ Ben Giuliani | TCAG ☐ ☐ David Gellman | Covino, Smith & Simon  

☐ ☐ Aime Kane | TCAG ☐ ☐ Aly Hernandez | Covino, Smith & Simon 

☐ ☐ Kasia Poleszczuk | TCAG ☐ ☐ Alex Marcucci | Trinity Consultants 

☐ ☐ Paul Herman | Fresno COG ☐ ☐ Allison Rodriguez | CHSRA 

☐ ☐ Ofelia Abundez | Fresno COG ☐ ☐ Augie Blancas | CHSRA 

☐ ☐ Simran Sangha | Fresno COG ☐ ☐ Michael Navarro | Caltrans D6 

☐ ☐ Brenda Thomas | Fresno COG ☐ ☐ Braden Duran | Caltrans D6 

☐ ☐ Mykia Byrd | Fresno COG ☐ ☐ Harpreet Binning | Caltrans D6 

☐ ☐ Erin Haagenson | Fresno COG ☐ ☐ Shane Gunn | Caltrans D6   

☐ ☐ Blake Rincon | Fresno COG ☐ ☐ Nabeelah Abi-Rached | Caltrans D6 

☐ ☐ Santosh Bhattarai | Fresno COG ☐ ☐ Grace Magsayo | Caltrans D10 

☐ ☐ Dylan Stone | MCTC ☐ ☐ Caleb Brock | Caltrans D10 

☐ ☐ Jeff Findley | MCTC ☐ ☐ Eric Mather | Caltrans D10 

☐ ☐ Evelyn Espinosa | MCTC ☐ ☐ Tom Dumas | Caltrans D10 

☐ ☐ Nav Bagri | MCAG ☐ ☐ Duper Tong | Caltrans, D10 

☐ ☐ Elizabeth Forte | MCAG ☐ ☐ Gurwinder Sekhon | Caltrans D10 

☐ ☐ Meg Prince | MCAG ☐ ☐ Gregoria Ponce | Caltrans D10 

☐ ☐ Stephanie Jackson | MCAG ☐ ☐ Gabbie Sefranek | Caltrans D10 

☐ ☐ Jose Luis Caceres | StanCOG ☐ ☐ Natalia Castillo Deleon | Caltrans 

☐ ☐ Monica Streeter | StanCOG ☐ ☐ Bill Higgins | CALCOG 

☐ ☐ Nick St. Cook | StanCOG ☐ ☐ Sabrina Bradbury | CALCOG 

☐ ☐ Shannon Silva | StanCOG ☐ ☐ Gregory McAteer | CALCOG 

☐ ☐ Josephine Oshana | StanCOG ☐ ☐ Vincenzo Caporale | CALCOG 

☐ ☐ Jean Foletta | StanCOG ☐ ☐ Michael Sigala | Sigala, Inc. 

☐ ☐ Cindy Malekos | StanCOG ☐ ☐ Rene Gutierrez | ACE Rail 

☐ ☐ Ryan Niblock | SJCOG ☐ ☐ Peter Whippy | CHSRA 

☐ ☐ Kim Anderson | SJCOG ☐ ☐ Kristine Cai | LSA 

☐ ☐ Yvette Davis | SJCOG ☐ ☐  

☐ ☐ Christine Corrales | SJCOG ☐ ☐  

☐ ☐ Blake Dunford | SJCOG ☐ ☐  

☐ ☐ Mark Montelongo | SJVAPCD ☐ ☐  

☐ ☐ Tim Franquist | SJVAPCD ☐ ☐  

☐ ☐ Michael Hanebutt | SJJPA ☐ ☐  
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San Joaquin Valley Regional Agencies’              

Directors’ Committee 
 

                                  Meeting Minutes 
                                           Thursday, June 4, 2026 

                                         10:00 am 

 

Location: 
Via Zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89035209063?pwd=cGVZY4GcRbyq0A4ppKmWSIHsXnRUnG.1 

Meeting ID: 890 3520 9063 
Passcode: 033580 

 One tap mobile, Phone: 1 (669) 444-9171 
 
DIRECTORS PRESENT: 

Yes No Director | Agency Yes No Director | Agency 

☒ ☐ Stacie Guzman | Chair | MCAG ☒ ☐ Patricia Taylor | MCTC 

☒ ☐ Robert Phipps | Vice Chair | Fresno COG ☒ ☐ Amber Collins | StanCOG 

☒ ☐ Jay Schlosser | Kern COG ☒ ☐ Diane Nguyen | SJCOG  

☒ ☐ Terri King | KCAG  ☒ ☐ Samir Sheikh | SJVAPCD  

☒ ☐ Ted Smalley | TCAG (B. Kimble) ☒ ☐ Ahdel Ahmed | SJJPA 

 

 ITEM PRESENTER ENCLOSURE 

A. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS Chair Guzman  

Chair Stacie Guzman, MCAG, called the June 4, 2026, meeting of the San Joaquin Valley Regional Agencies 
Directors' Committee to order at 10:03 a.m. and confirmed that a quorum was present. Prior to the formal 
agenda, she informed the Committee of a financial issue involving one of MCAG's Measure V jurisdictions, in 
which transportation sales tax funds intended for a local matching project were instead used to offset 
enterprise fund deficits. She noted that MCAG is developing a compliance plan and evaluating additional 
financial oversight procedures to strengthen accountability for local sales tax revenues. Committee members 
acknowledged the seriousness of the matter and emphasized the importance of maintaining public confidence 
in voter-approved transportation funding programs. 

Chair Guzman also noted that this was her final Directors' Committee meeting as Chair prior to the annual 
officer rotation. She thanked the Committee for its support during her term, and members expressed their 
appreciation for her leadership and commitment to regional collaboration. On behalf of the Committee, Samir 
Sheikh, SJVAPCD, thanked Chair Guzman for her leadership during a year marked by significant regional 
transportation planning, air quality, and legislative initiatives. 
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B. ELECTION OF OFFICERS - FY 2026/27 – Effective 7/1/2026 Chair Guzman  

The Committee conducted its annual election of officers for Fiscal Year 2026/27, effective July 1, 2026. Vice 
Chair Robert Phipps, Fresno COG, nominated Patricia Taylor, MCTC, to serve as Chair and Jay Schlosser, Kern 
COG, to serve as Vice Chair. Amber Collins, StanCOG, seconded the motion. Hearing no additional nominations, 
the Committee unanimously elected Patricia Taylor as Chair and Jay Schlosser as Vice Chair for the upcoming 
fiscal year. 

Following the vote, members congratulated the incoming officers and thanked Chair Guzman for her service 
over the past year.  

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

1. May 7, 2026, Directors’ Meeting Chair Guzman Yes 

The Committee reviewed the May 7, 2026, Directors' Committee meeting minutes. No revisions or corrections 
were proposed. Jay Schlosser, Kern COG, moved approval of the minutes. Vice Chair Robert Phipps, Fresno COG, 
seconded the motion, and the Committee unanimously approved the minutes as presented.  

D. DISCUSSION & ACTION ITEMS   

1. RTP/SCS Updates and Air Quality Issues Ted Smalley, Ryan Niblock 
& Alex Marcucci 

 

a. SB 375 – 2026 GHG Reduction Targets Ryan Niblock  

Ryan Niblock, SJCOG, reported that Valley MPOs continue to refine their travel demand models and off-model 
analyses in preparation for the adoption of the 2026 Regional Transportation Plans and Sustainable 
Communities Strategies. He noted that recent technical updates indicate greenhouse gas reduction results 
continue to improve as agencies refine model assumptions and complete additional analysis. Coordination 
among Valley modelers remains active to ensure consistency in methodology and assumptions across the 
region. 

Although no formal action was required, the Committee was encouraged by the progress being made and 
acknowledged the significant technical coordination occurring among the Valley MPOs to ensure each RTP/SCS 
meets CARB's greenhouse gas reduction requirements while supporting regional transportation priorities.  

b. Federal Air Quality Conformity Ryan Niblock & Alex 
Marcucci 

 

Ryan Niblock of SJCOG provided a comprehensive update on federal transportation conformity activities 
associated with the 2026 RTP/SCS and the 2027 FTIP cycle. He reported that EPA had recently announced a six-
month extension of the consent decree deadline for the 2015 ozone standard and the 2022 Ozone State 
Implementation Plan, pushing the implementation timeframe to January 2027. The extension represents a 
significant benefit for Valley MPOs because the original July deadline would have occurred during the RTP/SCS, 
FTIP, and conformity adoption process. 

Ryan explained that the extension may eliminate the need to rely upon the previously developed Valleywide 
conformity budget during the current RTP adoption cycle. However, he advised agencies to continue preparing 
conformity documentation using the existing boilerplate developed by Trinity Consultants. Because the 
conformity template was intentionally written to accommodate either regulatory scenario, agencies need only 
complete the document as originally prepared, while staff continues to coordinate with EPA and other 
reviewing agencies regarding final implementation requirements. 
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Samir Sheikh, SJVAPCD, supplemented the presentation by explaining that although the consent decree 
deadline had been extended to January 2027, EPA could approve the revised ozone SIP earlier if CARB 
completes its hearing and submittal process this summer. He noted that EPA recently proposed approval of the 
Valley's request for a five-year extension under the 2012 PM₂.₅ standard and approved contingency provisions 
associated with the 2008 ozone standard, indicating positive progress on several long-pending air quality 
planning actions. He emphasized, however, that approval of the remaining SIP elements, including the 
contingency demonstration associated with the 2015 ozone standard, is still necessary to avoid potential 
federal sanctions that could affect transportation funding. 

The Committee also discussed the upcoming RTP/SCS and FTIP adoption schedule. Questions were raised 
regarding recent Caltrans guidance suggesting MPO Boards may need to approve draft FTIPs prior to submittal. 
Staff clarified that the adopted FTIP remains due by September 30, while draft FTIPs are submitted to Caltrans 
by August 31 for technical review. Committee members noted that conflicting guidance issued by Caltrans had 
created confusion among several MPOs and expressed support for obtaining clarification to ensure consistent 
statewide implementation. 

The Committee received the update and expressed appreciation for the extensive coordination occurring 
among the Valley MPOs, the Air District, CARB, EPA, Caltrans, and Trinity Consultants to maintain conformity 
and keep the RTP/SCS adoption schedule on track. 

2. SJV Air Quality and State Implementation Plan (SIP) 
Update 

Samir Sheikh  

Samir Sheikh, SJVAPCD, provided an update on the status of the San Joaquin Valley's State Implementation Plan 
(SIP) and recent actions by EPA that could affect transportation conformity and the upcoming RTP/SCS adoption 
cycle. He explained that EPA's six-month extension of the consent decree deadline to January 2027 provides 
additional flexibility for the Valley's MPOs as they complete their RTP/SCS and Federal Transportation 
Improvement Program (FTIP) updates. He noted that the original July deadline was widely recognized as 
unattainable, given the remaining state and federal review process, and that the extension provides additional 
time for CARB and EPA to complete their respective actions.  

Samir reported that CARB's hearing on the revised ozone SIP had been delayed until July and estimated that 
EPA could propose approval of the SIP as early as August, although the January 2027 deadline remains the 
outside timeframe established under the consent decree. He complimented the Valley's technical staff for 
developing a flexible conformity approach that allows agencies to proceed with RTP/SCS documentation while 
accommodating whichever regulatory scenario ultimately occurs.  

Samir also highlighted several recent positive EPA actions, including proposed approval of the Valley's request 
for a five-year extension of the 2012 PM₂.₅ attainment deadline and approval of contingency provisions for the 
2008 ozone standard. While these actions represent encouraging progress, he emphasized that approval of the 
remaining SIP elements remains essential to maintain regulatory certainty and avoid potential transportation 
conformity or funding implications. The Committee acknowledged the importance of continued coordination 
among the Air District, CARB, EPA, Valley MPOs, and technical consultants throughout the remainder of the 
RTP/SCS adoption process. 
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3. Legislative Updates   

a. State   

1).   State Legislative Update Gus Khouri  

Gus Khouri, Khouri Consulting, State Legislative Advocate, provided an overview of the current state budget 
and legislative activities, focusing on issues affecting transportation funding, transit operations, and 
implementation of state transportation policies. He reviewed the Governor's May Revision and noted that while 
California's overall fiscal outlook has improved relative to earlier deficit projections, significant uncertainty 
remains regarding transportation funding programs that rely on Cap-and-Invest revenues and the Greenhouse 
Gas Reduction Fund. He explained that the Legislature continues to evaluate budget priorities while balancing 
ongoing transportation, housing, climate, and infrastructure commitments. 

Discussion focused on several transportation programs important to the San Joaquin Valley, including SB 125 
transit funding, the Low Carbon Transit Operations Program (LCTOP), the Transit and Intercity Rail Capital 
Program (TIRCP), and other climate-related transportation investments. Members expressed concern that 
uncertainty about future funding could affect both regional planning efforts and local transit operations at a 
time when agencies continue to implement zero-emission vehicle requirements and address rising operating 
costs. The Committee agreed that continued advocacy will be important as budget negotiations progress and 
as the Legislature finalizes transportation funding priorities. 

b. Federal   

1).   Federal Legislative Update Jen Covino  

Jen Covino, Covino, Smith, and Simon, Federal Legislative Advocate, or her staff, were unavailable for the 
meeting; therefore, no update was provided. 

2).   Planning Status: Washington, D.C. Valley Voice 
Trip – September 15-16, 2026 

Jen Covino & 

Georgiena Vivian 

 

Georgiena Vivian, VRPA Technologies, SJV Coordinator, provided a status update on planning activities for the 
September 15–16, 2026, Valley Voice Washington, D.C., trip, including the development of the federal 
legislative platform, the coordination of congressional meetings, and the preparation of briefing materials. 
Members discussed the upcoming schedule and next steps, noting that the preliminary legislative platform 
would be reviewed by the Directors' Committee in July before consideration by the Executive Committee and 
Regional Policy Council. 

4. ACTION: SJVCOG Draft FY 2026/27 Overall Work 

Program (OWP) - Recommend Approval to Regional 

Policy Council 

Georgiena Vivian 
 

Yes  

Georgiena Vivian, VRPA Technologies, SJV Coordinator, presented the Draft FY 2026/27 San Joaquin Valley 

Regional Agencies Overall Work Program (OWP), noting that the document could be revised at a later time to 

incorporate outcomes of the Policy Council and Directors’ Committee Retreat held on April 30th and May 1st to 

reflect priorities and strategic direction for the coming fiscal year. She explained that the OWP continues to 

emphasize coordinated transportation planning, state and federal legislative advocacy, RTP/SCS 

implementation, Valley Voice activities, committee coordination, public outreach, and interagency collaboration 

while also incorporating other initiatives.  
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Georgiena noted that only one comment was received on the Final Draft, from the SJVAPCD. Samir Sheikh, 

SJVAPCD, noted that the revision covers what's already being done on advocating for the funding and for timely 

action on the State Implementation Plan, which was not really addressed in the OWP previously. 

The Committee discussed the proposed work elements, budget, and implementation schedule, and agreed that 

the revised OWP accurately reflects the priorities established by the Directors and Policy Council. Members also 

reviewed the approval schedule, noting that, following the Directors' Committee recommendation, the draft 

would be forwarded to the June Executive Committee, then to final consideration and adoption by the Regional 

Policy Council later in the month. 

Committee Action: Following discussion of the Draft FY 2026/27 Overall Work Program, Jay Schlosser, Kern COG 

moved to recommend approval of the OWP to the Regional Policy Council, and Robert Phipps, Fresno COG, 

seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, with the Committee expressing its support for 

forwarding the OWP to the Regional Policy Council for final consideration and adoption.  

5. Committee Updates   

a. SJV Swap Meet Kayley Clay  

Kayley Clay, KCAG, reported on the recent SJV Swap Meet meeting, where members discussed updates to the 

Carbon Reduction Program (CRP), including revised programming codes, population-related guidance, and 

implementation procedures intended to assist agencies in programming future carbon reduction projects. The 

committee also reviewed updated guidance related to SB 125, including long-term financial planning 

requirements and third-year apportionment estimates. In addition, the committee opened nominations for its 

upcoming officer elections. Vice Chair Blake Rincon is expected to assume the Chair position, and interested 

candidates for Vice Chair will be selected through an electronic vote prior to the committee's next meeting. 

b. Housing and Land Use Kim Anderson  

Kim Anderson, SJCOG, reported that the Housing and Land Use Committee had no updates to present. She 

noted that the committee is not scheduled to meet again until August, when members will resume discussions 

on housing and land use issues affecting the region. 

c. Travel Modelers Group Rob Ball  

Rob Ball, Kern COG, provided an update on the Valley Travel Modelers Group and announced that the next 

meeting is scheduled for Monday at 1:30 p.m. He encouraged all agencies to ensure their modelers attend, 

noting that Alex Marcucci of Trinity Consultants will provide the latest update on transportation conformity 

issues and discuss their potential implications for the RTP/SCS development process. 

Mr. Ball also reported on progress made during the recent V-Transform meeting. He noted that updated truck 

traffic counts have now been completed across nearly the entire San Joaquin Valley, providing a current and 

consistent dataset for regional modeling efforts. He advised that truck models are being developed for each 

MPO's travel demand model and that nearly all regions have identified goods movement projects that will 

advance to approximately 30 percent conceptual design. These efforts are intended to help move priority freight 

projects toward implementation while improving the technical foundation for future regional transportation 

planning and project development. 
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E. INFORMATION ITEMS   

The following items are for informational purposes and require no action or vote. The individuals listed 

will provide a brief verbal update at the meeting. 

1.    Caltrans Directors’ Report Michael Navarro, D6  

Grace Magsayo, D10 

 

Director Grace Magsayo, Caltrans District 10, reported that initial feedback on applications submitted for the SB 

1 Competitive Program had been received from Caltrans Headquarters. Based on that feedback, selected 

applicants are being asked to revise and resubmit their applications for further evaluation before the final 

recommendations are forwarded to the California Transportation Commission later this year. She encouraged 

agencies to work closely with Caltrans staff during the resubmittal process. Ms. Magsayo also announced that, 

beginning July 1, Caltrans District 10 will implement expanded in-office staffing, expressing optimism that 

increased in-person collaboration will improve communication and coordination with local agency partners. 

Braden Duran, Caltrans District 6, informed the Committee that the Sustainable Transportation Planning Grant 

awards had recently been announced and encouraged agencies that were not selected to request debriefings 

to strengthen future applications. He also highlighted several new federal transportation funding opportunities 

recently announced by the U.S. Department of Transportation and the Federal Highway Administration, 

including the INFRA Grant Program, commercial motor vehicle parking grants, a culvert replacement program, 

and a Type III Highway Bridge Replacement and Rehabilitation Program. Mr. Duran encouraged agencies to 

contact Caltrans District 6 staff for additional information and technical assistance regarding the new funding 

opportunities. 

2. California High-Speed Rail Allison Rodriguez & Augie 
Blancas, CHSRA 

 

Allison Rodriguez of the California High-Speed Rail Authority (CHSRA) provided an update on recent construction 

milestones, Board actions, and legislative activities. She announced the recent opening of the State Route 

43/Jersey Avenue grade separation in Kings County and reported that the Excelsior Avenue overcrossing was 

expected to open the following week. Ms. Rodriguez also highlighted a significant milestone approved by the 

CHSRA Board on June 1, noting that the Authority had awarded the track and systems contract to the Kiewit, 

Stacy and Witbeck, and Herzog team. Installation of the track and rail systems is anticipated to begin by the end 

of 2026, representing an important transition from major civil construction to rail infrastructure installation. She 

also introduced the Authority's new Board Chair, Steve Cava, and welcomed the newly appointed Board 

Member, Director Elliott.  

Ms. Rodriguez reported that the CHSRA Board had recently adopted the 2026 Business Plan, which outlines the 

Authority's updated strategy to complete the Central Valley segment and advance future extensions. To provide 

additional information regarding legislative initiatives discussed during recent Board meetings, she introduced 

Jane Brown, CHSRA's Chief of Legislative Affairs, to review the Authority's current legislative priorities and 

funding initiatives.  

Ms. Brown began by discussing the long-term funding stability provided through the Legislature's extension of 

the State's Cap-and-Trade Program, now known as Cap-and-Invest. She explained that the legislation provides 

the Authority with approximately $1 billion annually for 20 years, representing approximately $20 billion in 
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dedicated funding. She noted that this long-term commitment provides the financial certainty necessary to 

complete the Central Valley segment while positioning the Authority to pursue additional funding opportunities 

and future system expansion.  

The Committee also received an overview of several legislative concepts currently under consideration. Ms. 

Brown explained that one proposal sought to modify provisions of SB 198, enacted in 2022, which prioritized 

expenditure of Proposition 1A bond funds within the Central Valley. Although a separate bill (SB 1411) had been 

introduced to provide additional flexibility for expenditures outside the Central Valley, the measure was held in 

the Senate Appropriations Committee and is no longer advancing this legislative session. She noted that while 

completion of the Central Valley segment remains the Authority's highest priority, additional flexibility could 

help advance improvements in more densely populated regions and encourage future public-private 

partnership opportunities.  

Ms. Brown also discussed legislation sponsored by Senator Cortese to establish an encroachment-permitting 

process for High-Speed Rail rights-of-way. She explained that, unlike utility relocations already identified during 

the environmental review, the proposal would establish a formal process that allows utilities and other entities 

to access High-Speed Rail property for future service expansions. The Authority believes the legislation would 

improve coordination with utility providers while accommodating future infrastructure needs. Additional 

administrative efforts are also underway to streamline environmental permitting, improve interagency 

coordination, and identify efficiencies that reduce project costs and maintain construction schedules while 

continuing to meet state and federal environmental requirements.  

Another significant accomplishment reported by Ms. Brown was the completion of right-of-way acquisition for 

the entire 119-mile Central Valley construction segment. While noting this important milestone, she explained 

that the acquisition process revealed significant delays associated with court proceedings and judicial resources. 

As the Authority begins acquiring property for the Merced and Bakersfield extensions, it is working 

collaboratively with the Judicial Council to improve the efficiency of future eminent domain proceedings and 

reduce delays in project delivery.  

Ms. Brown concluded her presentation by discussing several longer-term policy concepts that are not currently 

the subject of active legislation but remain important priorities for the Authority. These include exploring CEQA 

streamlining opportunities for clean energy infrastructure, improving third-party utility relocation timelines, and 

working collaboratively with local governments to establish Enhanced Infrastructure Financing Districts (EIFDs) 

or similar value-capture mechanisms around future High-Speed Rail stations. She explained that these tools 

could help finance station-area improvements, affordable housing, roadway and grade-separation projects, 

bicycle and pedestrian facilities, and other community infrastructure that supports station development. The 

Authority emphasized that any future financing strategies would be developed in partnership with local agencies 

rather than imposed by the State.  

Committee members expressed appreciation for the Authority's detailed legislative update and welcomed the 

increased transparency regarding CHSRA's policy initiatives. Chair Stacie Guzman, MCAG, noted that many of 

the concerns previously expressed by Valley agencies stemmed from uncertainty surrounding legislative 

proposals and emphasized the importance of continuing open communication with local jurisdictions. Jay 

Schlosser, Kern COG, thanked the Authority for clearly outlining its legislative priorities and suggested that 
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efforts to streamline utility relocations could receive broader statewide support if expanded to benefit all public 

agencies rather than High-Speed Rail projects alone. Bill Higgins, CalCOG, encouraged the Authority to think 

beyond traditional Enhanced Infrastructure Financing Districts and consider broader value-capture strategies 

that could better support station-area development and partnerships with local governments. Ms. Brown 

welcomed the suggestions and indicated that the Authority intends to continue engaging regional and local 

partners as these concepts evolve. The Committee thanked Ms. Rodriguez and Ms. Brown for their presentation 

and encouraged continued collaboration and communication as High-Speed Rail planning and construction 

advance throughout the San Joaquin Valley.  

3. San Joaquin Joint Powers Authority – Passenger Rail Ahdel Ahmed  

Ahdel Ahmed reported on several passenger rail initiatives currently underway. He announced that special San 

Joaquins service would again be provided for the Juneteenth celebration at Colonel Allensworth State Historic 

Park, continuing a successful partnership that provides visitors with rail access to the annual event. 

Mr. Ahmed also provided an update on the Valley Rail Program, noting that the SJJPA Board continues advancing 

multiple construction packages that will ultimately expand passenger rail service throughout the northern San 

Joaquin Valley. Initial improvements remain focused on Phase 1 projects, including infrastructure upgrades to 

support future service expansion and improved regional mobility. 

4. San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District Mark Montelongo  

Mark Montelongo, SJVAPCD, provided a brief update on the District's recently completed 2025 Annual Report 

to the Community. He explained that the report summarizes the Air District's operations and accomplishments 

over the past year, outlines its goals, objectives, and key initiatives, and highlights the significant progress made 

toward improving air quality throughout the San Joaquin Valley. Mr. Montelongo noted that the report is 

currently being printed and is also available on the Air District's website for public access. 

5. Miocar Car Sharing Michael Sigala  

Michael Sigala left a note in the Chat Box before he left the meeting, noting that in April, vehicle distribution is 
as follows: Stockton has 28 vehicles, the largest concentration; Watsonville has 5; and Tulare County has 3. 
Additionally, plans are in place to expand vehicle services in both Shafter and Bakersfield, indicating potential 
growth in these areas. 



 

 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Accommodations – The meeting room and restrooms are ADA accessible. 

Representatives or individuals with disabilities should contact the SJV Regional Planning Agencies at (559) 259-9257, 

at least three days in advance, to request auxiliary aids and/or translation services necessary to participate in the 

meeting. At this time, most meetings are conducted via Zoom. 

9 Directors’ Committee Meeting Minutes, June 4, 2026 

6. Future Meetings/Agenda Items: 
a. Policy Council – June 26, 2026 - Approve 2026/27 

OWP 
b. July 2, 2026 – Directors’ Committee Meeting – 

Review Preliminary Federal Platform 
c. July 17, 2026 – Executive Committee Meeting 

(Tentative) 
d. July 31, 2026 – Policy Council Meeting – Pre Valley 

Voice Meeting (Tentative) 
e. August 6, 2026 – Directors’ Committee Meeting 
f. August 21, 2026 - Policy Council Meeting – Pre 

Valley Voice Meeting (Tentative) 
g. September 3, 2026 - Directors’ Committee Meeting 
h. Valley Voice Washington D.C. Trip – September 15-

16, 2026 

 
 
 
 
 

Georgiena Vivian 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Georgiena Vivian reviewed the upcoming meeting schedule, including the June 26 Policy Council meeting, 
where the FY 2026/27 Overall Work Program will be considered for final approval, the July 2 Directors' 
Committee meeting, which will include review of the preliminary federal legislative platform for the September 
Valley Voice Washington, D.C. trip, and subsequent Executive Committee, Directors' Committee, and Policy 
Council meetings scheduled throughout the summer. Staff also reminded members of the September 15-16 
Valley Voice Washington, D.C., advocacy trip and noted that planning activities will continue over the coming 
months as meeting schedules and briefing materials are finalized. 

F. DIRECTOR ITEMS Chair Guzman  

Chair Guzman, MCAG, led a discussion regarding several emerging issues affecting transportation agencies 

throughout the San Joaquin Valley. Members expressed growing concern about the combined impacts of 

uncertain SB 125 funding, potential reductions in the Low Carbon Transit Operations Program, rising fuel costs, 

and rising transit operating expenses. Directors noted that these financial pressures are occurring at a time 

when transit agencies continue transitioning to lower-emission fleets while striving to maintain existing service 

levels. 

The Committee also discussed recent changes affecting the Yosemite Area Regional Transportation System 

(YARTS). Members expressed concern that the National Park Service's new per-passenger transit entrance fee 

could discourage transit use by increasing the cost of visiting Yosemite National Park. Directors noted that the 

additional fee appears inconsistent with long-standing efforts to encourage visitors to use public transportation 

rather than personal vehicles when traveling to the park. 

Additional discussion focused on fuel costs and proposed legislation that could increase the cost of natural gas. 
Members observed that although many transit agencies are transitioning toward zero-emission technologies, 
compressed natural gas remains an important transitional fuel for numerous Valley transit operators, 
particularly those providing longer-distance service where current battery-electric technology remains limited. 
Staff was asked to continue monitoring legislative developments and evaluate whether a coordinated Valley 
advocacy position may be appropriate. 
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G. PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA Chair Guzman  

This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons wishing to address the Committee on items within 
its jurisdiction but NOT on this agenda. Unscheduled comments may be limited to three minutes. The 
public may comment on listed agenda items as they are considered. 

Chair Guzman, MCAG, invited members of the public to address the Committee on items within its jurisdiction 

that were not listed on the agenda. No public comments were received. 

H. ADJOURN MEETING Chair Guzman  

There being no further business before the Committee, Chair Guzman, MCAG, thanked the members for their 

participation and adjourned the meeting at 11:50 AM. 
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OTHER ATTENDEES: 

Yes No Director | Agency Yes No Director | Agency 

☐ ☒ Stephan Sanchez| Kern COG ☒ ☐ Georgiena Vivian | SJV Coordinator | VRPA  

☒ ☐ Rob Ball | Kern COG ☒ ☐ Carolina Ilic | VRPA Technologies 

☒ ☐ Kayley Clay | KCAG ☐ ☒ Dena Graham | VRPA Technologies 

☒ ☐ Ben Kimball | TCAG ☐ ☒ Ryan Vivian | VRPA Technologies 

☐ ☒ Steven Ingoldsby | TCAG ☒ ☐ Gus Khouri | Khouri Consulting 

☒ ☐ Roberto Brady | TCAG ☐ ☒ Mitch Weiss | Khouri Consulting 

☒ ☐ Ben Giuliani | TCAG ☐ ☒ Jen Covino | Covino, Smith & Simon 

☒ ☐ Gabriel Gutierrez | TCAG ☐ ☒ David Gellman | Covino, Smith & Simon  

☐ ☒ Kasia Poleszczuk | TCAG ☐ ☒ Aly Hernandez | Covino, Smith & Simon 

☒ ☐ Paul Herman | Fresno COG ☐ ☒ Alex Marcucci | Trinity Consultants 

☐ ☒ Ofelia Abundez | Fresno COG ☒ ☐ Allison Rodriguez | CHSRA 

☒ ☐ Simran Jhutti | Fresno COG ☐ ☒ Augie Blancas | CHSRA 

☒ ☐ Brenda Thomas | Fresno COG ☐ ☒ Michael Navarro | Caltrans D6 

☐ ☒ Mykia Byrd | Fresno COG ☒ ☐ Braden Duran | Caltrans D6 

☒ ☐ Erin Haagenson | Fresno COG ☐ ☒ Harpreet Binning | Caltrans D6 

☒ ☐ Blake Rincon | Fresno COG ☐ ☒ Shane Gunn | Caltrans D6   

☒ ☐ Santosh Bhattarai | Fresno COG ☐ ☒ Nabeelah Abi-Rached | Caltrans D6 

☐ ☒ Dylan Stone | MCTC ☒ ☐ Grace Magsayo | Caltrans D10 

☒ ☐ Jeff Findley | MCTC ☐ ☒ Caleb Brock | Caltrans D10 

☐ ☒ Evelyn Espinosa | MCTC ☐ ☒ Eric Mather | Caltrans D10 

☐ ☒ Nav Bagri | MCAG ☐ ☒ Tom Dumas | Caltrans D10 

☒ ☐ Elizabeth Forte | MCAG ☐ ☒ Duper Tong | Caltrans, D10 

☒ ☐ Meg Prince | MCAG ☐ ☒ Gurwinder Sekhon | Caltrans D10 

☐ ☒ Stephanie Jackson | MCAG ☐ ☒ Gregoria Ponce | Caltrans D10 

☐ ☒ Jose Luis Caceres | StanCOG ☐ ☒ Gabbie Sefranek | Caltrans D10 

☒ ☐ Monica Streeter | StanCOG ☐ ☒ Natalia Castillo Deleon | Caltrans 

☐ ☒ Nick St. Cook | StanCOG ☒ ☐ Bill Higgins | CALCOG 

☐ ☒ Shannon Silva | StanCOG ☒ ☐ Sabrina Bradbury | CALCOG 

☐ ☒ Josephine Oshana | StanCOG ☐ ☒ Gregory McAteer | CALCOG 

☐ ☒ Jean Foletta | StanCOG ☐ ☒ Vincenzo Caporale | CALCOG 

☐ ☒ Cindy Malekos | StanCOG ☒ ☐ Michael Sigala | Sigala, Inc. 

☒ ☐ Ryan Niblock | SJCOG ☐ ☒ Rene Gutierrez | ACE Rail 

☒ ☐ Kim Anderson | SJCOG ☐ ☒ Peter Whippy | CHSRA 

☐ ☒ Yvette Davis | SJCOG ☒ ☐ Kristine Cai | LSA 

☐ ☒ Christine Corrales | SJCOG ☒ ☐ Gilberto Valencia Contreras | FHWA 

☒ ☐ Blake Dunford | SJCOG ☒ ☐ Jane Brown | CHSRA 

☒ ☐ Mark Montelongo | SJVAPCD ☐ ☐  

☒ ☐ Tim Franquist | SJVAPCD ☐ ☐  

☐ ☒ Michael Hanebutt | SJJPA ☐ ☐  
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Our Policy Priorities: Principles for the Surface Transportation Reauthorization 
 
The Policy Council is grateful that Members of Congress are working on a bipartisan basis to develop a 
multiyear surface transportation reauthorization measure to succeed the Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act (IIJA) (P.L. 117-58). Our member agencies support a number of policy provisions included in the 
Building Unrivaled Infrastructure and Long-term Development for America’s 250th (BUILD America 250) Act 
(H.R. 8870) advanced in the House of Representatives that are intended to enhance local and regional 
access to consistent federal funding streams and our ability to implement infrastructure projects that serve 
urban, suburban, and rural communities across the San Joaquin Valley. We appreciate that the bill 
contemplates new revenue solutions, such as a national registration fee for EVs and hybrids, to ensure the 
long-term solvency of the Highway Trust Fund (HTF) with a mindfulness that the vehicle miles traveled 
model may disparately impact rural communities like ours.  
 
Our member agencies agree with the House Transportation and Infrastructure (T&I) Committee’s 
emphasis on directing federal dollars through key formula programs that provide reliable and predictable 
resources to the Valley on an annual basis. These programs are more accessible to smaller agencies that 
struggle with the capacity to apply for competitive or discretionary programs. The Policy Council strongly 
supports funding increases and expanded eligibility authorized for the following programs:  
 

✓ Surface Transportation Block Grant (STBG) Program 
✓ Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program (CMAQ) 
✓ Metropolitan Planning Program (MPP, or PL)  

 
We applaud provisions in the House reauthorization measure that would empower Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations (MPOs) to better administer federal funds at the local level. This includes allowing for 
additional uses of PL dollars, such as fiscal administration of local projects, preliminary design, local 
technical assistance, transportation studies, and data procurement. We are also supportive of pathways 
established by the bill that would allow MPOs to qualify as direct recipients of PL funding.  
 
The Policy Council endorses the BA250 Act’s inclusion of guaranteed funding to address the immense 
demand for federal bridge programs that remain oversubscribed year after year. A set-aside within the 
proposed Grants for Rebuilding America’s Vital Engineering Structures Program would allow states to run 
competitive processes to fund locally-owned bridge projects. This dedicated funding stream would be 
particularly helpful for bridge projects in Central Valley communities.  
 
Our regional planning agencies are thankful for policy provisions in the House legislation that would serve 
to enhance rural and agricultural goods movement. We are particularly supportive of the new Surface 
Transportation Accelerator Grant (STAG) Program established by the bill with a set-aside for projects that 
prioritize agricultural goods movement in rural areas. Direct eligibility for regional transportation planning 
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organizations and local governments under the STAG Program would also help channel these resources 
directly to entities that understand the needs of our residents the most. 
 
We ask lawmakers engaged in the reauthorization effort to maintain investments in rail infrastructure at 
levels authorized by the IIJA. We are concerned that the BUILD America 250 Act would result in a 37 
percent decrease in funding for the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) and Amtrak, with resources for 
many discretionary programs predicated on the approval of appropriations by Congress. Maintaining IIJA 
levels of investment for rail at a minimum will ensure our region can continue making progress on our 
Valley Rail Program. 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF ANY FORTHCOMING SENATE LEGISLATION 
 
We urge lawmakers to pass legislation to reauthorize federal surface transportation programs ahead of 
the expiration of the IIJA on October 1, 2026, whether it be a multiyear reauthorization measure or an 
extension of current law. It is imperative that these critical funding streams do not lapse and jeopardize 
our ability to plan and deliver the transportation systems on which San Joaquin Valley constituents rely.   
 
Perfecting the Administration’s Deregulatory Agenda 
 
Further Streamlining NEPA 
 
As the Administration moves forward with implementation of its commonsense deregulatory agenda, the 
Policy Council continues to support legislative and regulatory solutions that seek to further streamline 
project permitting efforts and reduce administrative burdens and project delays associated with National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) reviews. For example, we appreciate provisions in the BUILD America 250 
Act that would provide parity property acquisition policies for the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA), and Federal Railroad Administration (FRA); increase cost thresholds 
for categorical exclusions (CEs) for projects of limited financial assistance; and update CEs for public 
transportation projects. We also encourage federal policymakers to ensure that interagency coordination 
be fulfilled on reasonable and established timelines. 
 
Anticipating Problems with SIPs and Transportation Conformity 
 
We seek continued collaboration in reviewing State Implementation Plan (SIP) submissions in a timely 
manner to ensure approval as necessary and avoid devastating sanctions and penalties (e.g., loss of billions 
of dollars in transportation funding) imposed on the San Joaquin Valley due to air quality challenges that 
are outside of the Valley’s jurisdiction. The Policy Council is concerned that certain recent legislative and 
regulatory actions could impact our member agencies’ ability to demonstrate transportation conformity 
and deliver regional projects on schedule and on budget. We ask federal partners to consider second-
order impacts that will adversely impact our regional transportation planning and project delivery, 
potentially leading to delays, cost overruns, and job losses at the local level. 
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Our Regional Projects: Improving Safety, Facilitating Goods Movement, and Promoting Economic 
Growth 
 
Highways 
 
Because of its central location in the state, the San Joaquin Valley serves as a vital transportation hub for 
moving people and goods across California and the United States. State Route (SR) 99 is the backbone of 
this transportation network. It is the main north-south artery spanning the state and plays a primary role 
in transporting goods from Southern California to Northern California through the major cities of the San 
Joaquin Valley.  
 
Our planning agencies have worked for decades to finish SR 99 by expanding the entire facility to six lanes. 
These highway projects will enhance safety outcomes, reduce traffic congestion and conflicts between 
trucks and vehicles, and improve public safety and air quality throughout this critical goods movement 
corridor. To date, a few gaps remain. The Policy Council is grateful for previous federal investments in the 
SR 99 Corridor and welcomes continued investment as the planning agencies tackle those few remaining 
segments in the years ahead. 
 
Rail 
 
Significant rail investments are underway throughout the San Joaquin Valley, including the expansion of 
Altamont Commuter Express (ACE) and Amtrak San Joaquins services, as well as the construction of the 
first segment of the California High-Speed Rail project. Passenger rail service, both today and for the 
future, requires ongoing coordination and investment in our capital projects, equipment, and operations. 
In many instances, these facility improvements will also benefit freight rail and goods movement. We ask 
the Administration to consider the following proposals submitted to the Federal Railroad Administration 
(FRA) intended to enhance safety and the movement of people and goods:  
 

✓ LIST OF PENDING GRANT APPLICATIONS 
 
Local Infrastructure 
 
In alignment with Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy’s priorities of improving safety and the travel 
experience for American families, several member agencies have submitted applications seeking funding 
through discretionary grant programs administered by the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT). We 
ask for your support for the projects outlined below. 
 

✓ LIST OF PENDING GRANT APPLICATIONS 
 
Securing FY 2027 Appropriations for Regional Projects 
 
The Policy Council recognizes that Congress continues to support important local and regional projects by 
accepting Community Project Funding (CPF) requests in the House of Representatives and Congressionally 
Directed Spending (CDS) requests in the Senate. We thank members of the Congressional delegation who 
advocated for these proposed federal investments in supporting critical transportation and infrastructure 
projects throughout the Valley. As the Fiscal Year (FY) 2027 appropriations process progresses, we urge 
lawmakers to maintain these CPF or CDS requests in any emerging budget agreement. Project sponsors 
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cannot afford additional delays and uncertainty. The Policy Council appreciates your continued advocacy 
for ultimately delivering these projects. 
 
Note: Senate projects and amounts may change pending Senate Appropriations Committee decisions this 
summer. 
 
Congressman Josh Harder 
House Appropriations Committee T-HUD Selections 
 
Department: Department of Transportation 
Account: Highway Infrastructure Programs 
Recipient: CA 
Project: State Route 99/State Route 120 Phase 1B-Right of Way Project 
Location: CA 
House Amount: $250,000 
House Requester: Harder 
 
Congressman Adam Gray 
House Appropriations Committee T-HUD Selections 
 
Department: Department of Transportation 
Account: Highway Infrastructure Programs 
Recipient: CA 
Project: Highway 152 Pacheco Boulevard Regional Multi-Use Path Project 
Location: CA 
House Amount: $850,000 
House Requester: Gray 
 
Senator Adam Schiff 
T-HUD Requests 
 
Recipient Name: Merced County Association of Governments 
Project Purpose: Funding will be used to construct a multi-use path. 
Project Location: Merced County, CA 
Amount Requested: $2,296,000 
 
Recipient Name: San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District 
Project Purpose: Funding will be used to purchase and replace switcher locomotives. 
Project Location: Pixley and Hanford, CA 
Amount Requested: $2,000,000 
 
Interior-Environment Requests 
 
Recipient Name: San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District 
Project Purpose: Funding will be used to support alternative practices for the disposition of agricultural 
woody waste. 
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Project Location: Fresno County, CA 
Amount Requested: $1,000,000 
 
Senator Alex Padilla 
T-HUD Requests 
 
Recipient Name: San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District 
Project Purpose: Replacement of aging switcher locomotives. 
Project Location: Kings, CA 
Amount Requested: $2,000,000 




